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Rustenburg – According to an eyewitness 
it took just more than two hours after the 
emergency services arrived on the scene 
to contain a major gas leak in the Zinniaville 
industrial area. A concerned employee of a 
business close to a property where the gas 
leak occurred, contacted Platinum Weekly on 
Thursday 9 July. 
According to the eyewitness, a gas tank on 
an industrial property close to their business 
started leaking, resulting in a large white 
plume of gas drifting from the tank. “This 
was an extremely dangerous situation as 

we work with tools like grinders and welders 
that cause sparks. We had to evacuate 
our whole workshop and closed our doors 
temporarily due to the safety concerns for our 
employees,” the eyewitness told Platinum 
Weekly.
Another witness stated that they were sitting 

the gas. They immediately went outside to 
determine where it came from. “I even heard 
reports about people from as far as East End
who smelled the gas,” she said. 

summoned as there was a high risk of
explosion with businesses in the immediate 
surroundings including a powerplant. Even 
with the industrial area not being densely 
populated, the incident, if not averted could 
have caused major damage and loss of life.

petroleum gas leaking from the enormous 
white tank. The Platinum Weekly could 

signage on the precast wall or at the entrance 
of the property indicating whose operations 
it is.
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MAJOR INCIDENT AVERTED
Koster – In the early hours of Monday 13 
July, 12 detainees escaped from police 
custody in Koster. Police spokesperson 
brigadier Sabata Mokgwabone revealed that 
the detainees escaped after they managed 
to create a hole in the wall.  
The escapees, aged 20 to 40, were due 
to go on trial for various charges such as 
assault, burglary, theft as well as possession 
of suspected stolen goods. “Four of the 
escapees have since been re-arrested 
and a manhunt is underway to track down 
the others. Investigations into the matter is 
underway,” he said. 

Anyone with information that can lead 
to the re-arrest of the escapees, should 

please contact their nearest police 
station or contact the Koster detectives 

branch commander at 082 373 9689.

The premises where the leak occurred, is situated close to a powerplant and a galvanizing plant. Look 
at the video on our Facebook page: Platinum Weekly. 


